
2011 
Beautiful Tables Showcase 



Designed by Lori Durr 
Novice - Seasonal/Holiday 
 
Designer Lori Durr combines “Clearlake” china by 
Noritake set upon red chargers by Martha Stewart to 
begin this patriotic gathering. Accompanying the 
dishes are flatware by Oneida “Royal Flute” pattern 
and glassware from Pier I. A Canadian pine tree 
adorned with 4th of July ornaments  enhances this 
setting as friends celebrate Independence Day with 
dinner before the fireworks. 
  
 

Before 
the 

Fireworks 



Designed by  Jane Hahn and Lee Ann Ufford 
Novice – Formal 
 
This setting features beautiful Wedgewood “Queensware Lavender” china, 
paired  with Waterford “Kildare” crystal and Whiting “Violet” sterling. A 
centerpiece created by  Jane Hahn and Lee Ann Ufford completes this 
setting that  pays tribute to mothers, aunts and grandmothers who led the 
way in education and social causes. Current AAUW members shared 
memories and memorabilia to make this “luncheon” possible. 
  
 

Lunch With the Ladies that Led the Way 



Designer Suzanne Larsen and Renée Paine  
Novice – Formal 
Designers Suzanne Larsen and Renée Paine use Noritake “Spellbound” 
china,  Gorham “Secret Garden” sterling and Mikasa “Canterbury” 
stemware to create this romantic interlude. In earlier days the first 
anniversary was marked by a paper gift, but today’s younger generation 
uses a gift of time to mark the occasion. In keeping with this new tradition, 
our young lovers have given each other fine wrist watches in antique 
cases.  
  
 

The First Anniversary 



 

Every (Snow) 
Cloud Has a 
Silver Lining 
Designer Caroline Alexander 
Professional - Seasonal/Holiday 
 
This bold red and white table, created by Caroline 
Alexander of Downtown Dirt, is ready for a gathering 
to celebrate the first snowfall. From the white Crate 
& Barrel dishes and IKEA flatware to the vintage 
silver rimmed glasses and Waterford stemware, this 
setting is definitely dressed for a special 
unforgettable occasion. 
  
 



Designer Travis Valbert  
Professional – Contemporary 
 
There’s nothing like the purity and simplicity of white to refresh and rejuvenate. 
Designed by Travis Valbert of GardenSphere, white is used in a fun  and modern way 
to achieve showcasing of the sheer beauty of the Royal Doulton “Caprice” china and 
give a bold and stunning overall presentation. This monochromatic interpretation of 
what white represents is dedicated to my loving family, partner and friends whom 
consistently inspire me.  
  

The Purity  
of  White 



Violets 
Designer  Claudia Baccus 
Novice – Whimsical 
 
Designer Claudia Baccus uses various tea cups and 
saucers along with other interesting treasures from her 
mother’s violet collection. The cake pedestal centerpiece,  
completes this whimsical table setting. 
  
 



Designer Sandy Ruffo 
Novice – Formal                                 Best of Show 
 
This table honors our new daughter-in-law, Adell, who loves all things 
pink and shimmering. Designer Sandy Ruffo has used Grand Buffet 
china, a combination of Mikasa platinum and Waterford glassware, as 
well as  1847 “Old Colony” silverware to offer an elegant and formal 
touch to Adell’s special, special night. 
  
 

Adell’ s Wedding Table 



Girl’s Night In
  
Designer  Wendy  Simmons 
Novice – Contemporary 
 
There’s nothing quite like the occasion of having your dearest 
friends over for a “Girl’s Night In”.  This night, designer Wendy 
Simmons uses Kate Spade  “Noel” china and  “Flatiron” 
flatware to create this setting for this special celebration. With 
Waterford stemware and apothecary jars complementing the 
setting. A special treat, each guest is presented with a petite 
cake, coordinated to her drink of choice. Cheers! 
  
 



Family & Tradition: 
A Holiday Celebration 
Designer Elaine Edmondson and Karen Pate 
Novice - Seasonal/Holiday 

 
 
For families who have 
lived overseas, tradition is 
a mainstay in defining who 
we are. As new 
surroundings and 
experiences are 
encountered and infused 
in our daily lives, new 
traditions are embraced. 
The much loved gathering 
at the family dinner table, 
with the familiar Lenox 
Holiday china, combined 
with Nachtmann’s crystal 
stemware, with Bavarian 
nutcrackers collected over 
the years, serve as gentle 
reminders of this, a family 
with memorable traditions.   
  
 



Gilded Violets 
Designed by Linda Finkas & Ciara Aylsworth 
Novice – Formal 
 
Created by mother/daughter team Linda Finkas and 
Ciara Aylsworth, this settingbegins with Venetian lace 
table linens that showcase the hand painted china 
created by loving hands in the 1890’s. The china is 
complemented with a matching vase,  Venetian crystal 
and Waterford “Lismore” crystal stemware, and 
“Chantilly” sterling silver by Gorham. 
  
 



An Elegant 
 Age 

 

 

Designer  Myrna Morey 
Professional – Formal 
 
Interior designer Myrna Morey 
presents a formal dinner setting. The 
candle and epergnes centerpiece is by 
Cambridge Arms, seated on a mirrored 
platform. Limoges oyster plates mix 
with classic Lenox Eternal china. The 
oyster forks, and dessert set flatware 
are Paris flea market “finds”, mixed 
with Reed & Barton French 
Renaissance sterling. Kusak “Berlin” 
cut stemware complete the table.  
  



The Holly & Ivy 
Designer  Barbara  and Stuart Curry  
Novice - Seasonal/Holiday 
It’s Christmas! The grandkids are home from college and Grandma has 
an excuse for a party. The setting begins with festive Portmeirion “The 
Holly & Ivy” set upon rustic chargers. The Norchow “Napoleon” flatware,  
and Mikasa, “French Countryside” stemware complement this table that 
speaks of holidays and good cheer. Table created by Barbara & Stuart 
Curry. 
  
 



Pascha Easter Feast 
  
 

Traditionally Russian, 
pussy willow and lilies 
accent Faberge'-inspired 
eggs on a table set for an 
after-church buffet. A 
celebration of Easter past 
and present, designer 
Deborah Mesher, begins 
this setting with Haviland 
Limoge “Clover” china. 
The addition of Reed & 
Barton “Baroque Gold” 
sterling, and Cambridge 
“Rosepoint” stemware 
completes this setting for 
Romanov cuisine. 

Designer Deborah   Mesher 
Novice - Seasonal/Holiday 



Celebrating Strength & Resilience 
 

Designer  Vicky Shanaman & Elita Lesh 
Novice – Formal 
 
Women are united in their resilience, strength and compassion. These fundamental traits create a camaraderie that 
bolsters them in the face of adversity when confronted with a disease like Breast Cancer. This setting, with Bavarian 
china, Fostoria crystal and Community “Celebration” silverware, celebrate the lives of these women who have defined 
bravery for us all. Their  legacy should be commemorated with beauty, elegance and class. The qualities, which exemplify  
their battles against the disease, are mirrored in this table, set by Vicky Shanaman and Elita Lesh. 
  



   Christmas Eve  
Just the Two of Us 
Designer  Marcia Garrett 
Novice - Seasonal/Holiday 
The setting begins with a happy assortment of Fitz & 
Floyd, Royal Doulton and Charter Club china. An array 
of crystal  includes: water glasses by Stuart, wine 
glasses by Sasaki, and hand-crafted artisan 
champagne flutes. The table is set with Rogers &Co. 
pearl handled flatware with sterling silver ferrules. The 
centerpiece created by NW artist Katja Fritzche is  
surrounded by Christmas décor from the collection of 
table designer Marcia Garrett. 
  



Uptown Gold 
Designer Bonnie Stromberg 
Professional – Contemporary 
 
Designer Bonnie Stromberg from Selden’s Home 
Furnishings, has set the stage with Maitland Smith sun 
burst mirror and  Lenox “Urban Lights” china for a 
sophisticated dinner for two. Gold is back in a refreshing 
way - this table is a cross between Hollywood glamour 
and urban glitz. Dress up or dress down for a gourmet 
meal long remembered. 
  
 



A Winter 
Celebration 

Professional - Seasonal/Holiday 
Designers  The Staff from Drees 
 
The Staff from Drees of Olympia provides an 
enchanting setting with hand beaded chargers and 
ivory wedgewood dinner plates  topped with artisan-
formed and fired first course bowls.  As champagne is 
poured, the magic of the evening truly beings to unfold. 
All items are available at Drees of Olympia. 
  
 



Blind date 
 

Professional – Whimsical 
Designer David Colegrove 
 
Designer David Colegrove of Key Antiques begins 
this marriage of pieces with a 1950’s Rosenthal 
dinner plate, accompanied by an 1850’s hand 
painted English plate, and 1930’s English Aynsley 
“Imari” patterned plate. All topped with a French 
Limoge Pot-de Crème. The longest of the antique 
bust is hand-carved Italian marble. Notice the 
caterpillar on her shoulder. The smaller busts are 
English Victorian Parian china. 
  
 



Beacons of Light 
  
  

Designer Cynthia Wolfer 
Novice – Whimsical 
 
Growing up in Massachusetts, 
designer  Cynthia Wolfer  was 
surrounded by lighthouses. Her table 
setting pays tribute to the 
lighthouses that provided light  to 
ships  as they made their way along 
the coastline. 



Long Life & 
Good Health 
Designer Patsy O’Connell & Elizabeth Cantrell 
Novice – Formal 
Designers Patsy O’Connell, Elizabeth Cantrell, Suk  
Arbeeny, and Young Oberhofer from the Asia Pacific 
Cultural Center present this traditional Chinese table 
setting. This colorful setting begins with Qiang De Zhen 
ware “Powder Pink” plates and is coordinated with Yen 
Wen silverware. This ensemble displays the differences 
and similarities we share with European settings. 
  



    Mesa de la 
Fiesta Hermosa 
Designer Mary Gonzales 
Novice – Whimsical 
 
A day in the life of true Mexican dining, designer Mary 
Gonzales combines a mix of vibrant colors and textures to 
create this festive party table. 
  



Designer Cathy Sipe 
Novice – Whimsical 
 
Once upon a tide, designer 
Cathy Sipe sets sail for you to 
enjoy a beach party 
commemorating golden 
memories with family and 
friends. Beach inspired 
treasurer provide refreshing 
and reflective place settings. 
Discover a message in a 
bottle, dishes resembling 
rippling water and sea foam 
starfish plates, and napkin 
rings turn into beach attire. 
Have a splashing good time 
happily ever after, again and 
again. 
  

Rippling                                                                                                       
Water 

Reflections 



Shades of Autumn  
Designer Marguerite Wesseler 
Novice – Seasonal Holiday 
 
Designer Marguerite Wesseler celebrates Autumn with some of her favorite 
colors - purple and gold. She features Royal Doulton “Forsyth” china with gold-
tone flatware and amethyst glassware. A beautiful centerpiece created by Cheryl 
Gaddis enhances the table setting.  Marguerite’s framed photography 
coordinates with “Shades of Autumn”.  
  



autumn 
comfort 

Designer Brenda Lee 
Novice - Seasonal/Holiday 
 
The ambiance that designer 
Brenda Lee creates for this 
tablescape is filled with warm, 
fall colors that evoke comfort 
and casual elegance. The 
coordinated Signature 
“Soreento” stoneware and 
Godinger  “Baroque” gold 
plated flatware along with a 
bountiful centerpiece 
completes this ensemble. 
  



Santa’s Breakfast      
December 15 th 

Designer Virginia Walkey 
Novice - Seasonal/Holiday 
 
Designer Virginia Walkey 
combines her mother’s Royal 
Copenhagen “Full Lace” china, 
her grandmother’s Christmas 
collectibles, and International 
“Royal Danish” sterling to create 
a breakfast worthy of Father 
Christmas.  The centerpiece 
designed by Claudia Smith 
enhances this Christmastime 
setting. 
  
  



Tea Time With Teddy 
  Designer  Cheryl  Norton & Tiffany  Hempeck  

Novice – Whimsical 
 
Teddy has invited friends for tea and designers Cheryl 
Norton and Tiffany Hempeck  have a perfect setting in mind. 
They have chosen an eclectic  mix of tea cups, saucers  and 
spoons for all to make this occasion a very special time. 
  
  



Designer Davette Mowers 
Novice – Whimsical 
 
This whimsical table, although eerily 
elegant, is a tea fit for the coven. Each 
bone chilling item, from the plates and 
tea cups to the tea service and creepy 
centerpiece were designed  and created 
by the designer, Davette Mowers. Enjoy 
the uniquely created subtle “teas” and 
de“tails” of this spooktacular table. 
  

Mourning Tea 



   Shabby Chic  
                Garden Tea   
 

Designer Geralyne Rudolph 
Professional – Whimsical 
 
Graphic and garden designer 
Geralyne Rudolph of Small Worlds 
Within Reach shows off her favorite 
Franz teapot and collectible teacups. 
Her signature tabletop garden 
dioramas - in this case, a second tea 
party in miniature, enjoyed by 
vintage-look silkstone Barbie dolls. 
Vintage china, depression glass, old 
lace, damask, and chintz create a 
summery garden setting for friends 
sharing a bit of bubbly and first flush 
Darjeeling. 
  
  



Woodland Enchantment   
Designer Marcia Terry  
Professional – Whimsical  
 
The magic of the woods comes to life in this whimsical table created by Marcia Terry of Be My Bee. 
Handmade miniature sculptures, and elements of nature with moss, leaves, pinecones and Manzanita 
branches complement the casual Stakk dinnerware and flatware.  
  
  



Bleu Canard   
Designers Rachel Carlson & Nan Baus   
Novice – Contemporary 
 
The “bleu canard” is the French translation for blue peacock. 
This exquisite display by Rachel Carlson and Nan Baus 
showcases the regal elegance of the peacock with the modern 
touches of damask patterns, with a hint of French flair. 
  



Grace of a Nation  

Designer Rachel Bowman 
Professional – Formal 
 
This table display celebrates the graceful 
life in Colonial Virginia. Designer Rachel 
Bowman of The Design Gallery, unites 
Crown Potteries “Mt. Vernon” dinnerware 
with Wm. Rogers “Floral” sterling to set 
this country scene .  The setting is 
complete with a centerpiece by the 
designer and is ready for dinner with the 
Washington’s. 
  



Pretty in Pink 
Novice – Formal 
Designer Irene Russo 
Designer Irene Russo uses Creative “Regency Rose” china in this 
petite table setting that is complemented by d’Arques stemware and 
Gorham “Lascala” sterling. The china displayed was available in the 
1960’s and was offered as a promotional item with grocery store 
purchases. 
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